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lain could only wring his hands., Mr. Churchill shook
his fist.

That was how the country saw and heard him,
though his main contribution was made in council
and at the Admiralty. But a grateful public in the
first grey winter of the war listened to a robust
official utterance, which was not afraid to vilify what
was vile and assessed the prospects with a broad,
experienced outlook. Stoutly mispronouncing his
country's enemies and all their misshapen appella-
tions, he reported gaily on the Navy's hunt for
lurking submarines " with zeal and not altogether
without relish." In Eastern Europe he refused to
be discouraged by Russia's strange apostasy, insist-
ing that the key to Russian policy was " Russian
national interest. It cannot be in accordance with
the interest or the safety of Russia that Germany
should plant itself upon the shores of the Black
Sea, or that it should overrun the Balkan States
and subjugate the Slavonic peoples of South-Eastern
Europe. That would be contrary to the historic
life-interests of Russia/* (Mr. Churchill's forecast of
October, 1959, became Russian policy in June, 1941,
when German appetites fulfilled his predictions and
drove Soviet Russia to defend itself by arms.) In
the next stage, as Russia moved along the Baltic,
he recognised that "the Russian Soviet Govern-
ment, embodied in the formidable figure of Stalin,
has barred off once and for ever all Nazi dreams
of an advance in the East. The left paw of the
bars Germany from the Black Sea; the right
disputes with her the conttol of the Baltic/*